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Exploratory seminars on 

e-Signatures for e-business transactions 

Southern Mediterranean Region 

The European Commission is organising
1
 two exploratory seminars on e-signatures for e-

business transactions within the South Mediterranean region
2
. 

Objectives  

The capability to securely access services and to carry secure transactions across EU borders 

is a keystone of the Digital Agenda for Europe
3
. This objective could also be a priority for the 

development and the sustainability of the economy in the South Mediterranean region. 

Indeed, the rather low regional integration of the economies of the region is a barrier to 

growth that would yield from increased exchanges of goods and services. It is partly due to 

mobility difficulties; therefore regional cross-border business could be enhanced if 

transactions between potential business partners – especially SMEs - could be carried out 

electronically.  

Seamless and wide-spread secure electronic transactions in the region could help to create 

new partnerships and to increase cooperation opportunities between companies with as a 

result the improvement of the value chain of sectors concerned, such as IT industries, call 

centres, textile and clothing, small and medium manufacturers, tourism, agro-food, green 

technologies, etc. 

Expected results and main activities  

To develop intra-regional e-business, electronic transactions should work across borders and 

should be trusted to create confidence between business partners. Confidence depends among 

others on the reliable identification of transacting parties including new potential partners, the 

exchange of non-forgeable documents like contracts, invoices or custom documents, or the 

availability of authenticated websites. An essential instrument to that end is the electronic 

signature together with related trusted services. E-business also depend on the availability of 

efficient electronic services often based on electronic signatures like cross-border electronic 

public procurement platforms, business portals, administrative process to provide services in 

another country, electronic payment system, … 

The European Commission is organising two seminars on the above subjects to:  

- identify common business needs for intra-regional and EU-South Mediterranean 

transactions,  

- identify existing local resources to secure transactions and to find out how to 

leverage them at regional level,  

- assess the feasibility of intra-regional legal, operational and technical cross-

border interoperability among South Mediterranean countries as well as with EU.  

                                                 
1
  Commission decision 2003/5381 of 29.7.11, ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/ap/aap/2011_en.htm. 

2
  In this outmine, the South Mediterranean region is composed of the "ENP-South" countries as defined by 

the European Neighbourhood Policy ec.europa.eu/world/enp: Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, 

Libya, Morocco, Palestine, Syria and Tunisia.  
3
  This objective includes the revision of EU e-signature Directive 1999/93/EC and legislation on e-

identification mutual recognition in EU. ec.europa.eu/information_society/digital-agenda 

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/ap/aap/2011_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/world/enp
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/policy/esignature
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/digital-agenda
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The seminars will yield a report (written in two iterations, after each workshop):  

- reporting on the above issues and 

- formulating recommendations for further wider initiatives (ex. public-private 

partnerships, approximation to EU e-signature directive 1999/93/EC, set-up of an 

information stream regarding the forthcoming EU regulation on electronic 

identification and trust services for e-transactions
4
, EU assistance actions, 

improvements of region-wide infrastructure like a "trusted list" of trust services 

providers). 

A major side-effect of the capability to carry out secure transactions among South 

Mediterranean countries would also be an enhanced capability for e-business with EU. A 

common approach to trusted transactions in Europe and the Region could be leveraged at 

global level in international political and standardisation fora. 

Organisation 

 SEMINAR 1: Host: TRC - Telecommunication Regulatory Commission, Jordan 
Date: Monday 11 and Tuesday 12 November 2013 

Location: Amman, Jordan – Marriott Hotel 

Languages: Arabic, English, French 

Aim: The 1st seminar shall have a broad scope, gathering up to 100 

participants, to collect input and explore different valuable ideas of 

stakeholders on the deployment of e-signatures in the region. 
 

 SEMINAR 2:  Host: ANCE - Agence Nationale de Certification Electronique, Tunisia 
Tentative date: Wed. 22 and Thursday 23 January 2014 - to be confirmed  

Location: Tunis, Tunisia – Ramada Plaza Hotel 

Aim: The 2
nd

 seminar shall have a more closed and specific attendance, 

maximum 60 participants. It will further explore the most 

valuable/promising ideas presented at the 1
st
 Seminar to provide 

conclusions and recommendations for further actions. 

 

Stakeholders 

Key stakeholders and target groups include: 

- European Commission. 

- Ministries in charge of e-signature and e-business policies in: 

o ENP-South countries (the direct beneficiaries), 

o EU and EEA, 

o Surrounding countries like EU Candidates such as Turkey or potential 

Candidates, GCC countries.  

- Chambers of commerce and trade associations in the region (to identify the specific 

needs of the local industry). 

- Representatives from the local and European ICT industry (to ensure the technological 

feasibility of envisaged ICT solutions), business and users associations. 

- International organisations like UNCITRAL, Arab League, GCC, FMAI, …. 

For further information, contact: gerard.galler@ec.europa.eu, European Commission, 

Directorate-General for Communications Networks, Content and Technology. 

                                                 
4
  European Commission's Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and Council of a Regulation 

on electronic identification and trust electronic identification and trust services for electronic transactions 

in the internal market, COM(2012)238 of 4.6.2012. 
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